174                    RELIGIOUS COURTSHIP.
being all finished in the morning, the father of these ladies takes his factor into his coach, and carries him home to dinner with him, where the old gentleman entertained him very handsomely, and where he had an opportunity to see the two maiden daughters ; for the youngest, who had been married some time, was gone into Hampshire to her country seat with her husband.
This Leghorn merchant no sooner saw and conversed a little with the ladies, but he took a fancy to the youngest, and from that time resolved to make her his wife. It was not long before he let them know his mind; and, having made very handsome proposals to her father, he, the father, received him with a frankness suitable to their long intimacy and acquaintance, and told him, with all his heart, if his daughter and he could agree.
Before I bring them together, it is proper, to the relish of the story, to take a little notice of the characters of the two young persons, of whose story we ought to have a general idea, that we may not be left to gather it up slowly among the particulars.
The young lady was very sober, virtuous to the nicest degree, extremely well-bred, and wonderfully good-humoured; she was likewise a very lovely, beautiful person, the handsomest of the three sisters, beyond all comparison : as to religion, she had a very good foundation of knowledge, and had done nothing to make it be supposed she was not truly religious in practice; but she was not altogether so grave and serious as her eldest sister; much less was she so devout and strict as her younger sister that was married, as might be observed from what passed between them at first: her temper was sprightly and gay; and, though she governed herself so, that she gave every one room to see that she was one that had a true sense of re-